The laboratory diagnosis of gonorrhoea and syphilis infection.
Following a decline in prevalence during the 1980s and early 1990s, gonorrhoea and syphilis infections are once again posing a threat to public health. In addition, the antibiotic sensitivity pattern for gonorrhoea appears to have changed with an increased prevalence of resistance. Both syphilis and gonorrhoea appear to disproportionately affect MSM and black ethnic minorities, and are concentrated in urban areas. Their diagnosis requires microbiological tests to be performed appropriately, and a rapid diagnosis can often be provided in GUM clinics using near-patient microscopy. Early diagnosis and effective, rapid treatment is crucial in limiting the morbidity for the affected individual and the public health risks resulting from the spread of infection.